




St. Thomas  
Parent Council  

Social Committee will 
be hosting a                                           

 MOVIE NIGHT  
on January 27th from 6:30 pm – 8:00 pm. A 
canteen with water, juice and popcorn will be 

available. The movie being shown will be            
announced at a later date. 

Parent Council News 

Camp McCoy Bottle Drive 

Our Grade 6     
students will be 
holding a bottle 

drive on        
Saturday, January 

14th 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 
Watch for us !   

Thank you very much for the     
donations given to our      

Mission Mexico LOONIE 
drive. Families at École St. 

Thomas d’Aquin 
donated             
$105.00  

Merci les parents !  
Once again, the staff and        
students of ECOLE St. Thomas 
would like to extend a warm 
thank you to all the PARENT     
VOLUNTEERS, whose            
contribution made our “2nd      
Annual Christmas Lunch” possible.  Your hard work 
and kindness were greatly appreciated.  We are so 
blessed to have Parents like you !  HAPPY NEW 
YEAR and may you be blessed with a healthy and 
happy 2012.         

Mission Mexico Thanks You ! 

Our students raised a total of 
$427.50 for Holy Childhood !   

    Way to Go                     
École St.Thomas          

      Students 

Holy Childhood Donations 

Grades 4,5,6 will be participating 
in the Canspell Spelling Bee on     

Friday, January 20th        
 
 
 
The Lethbridge Regional Spelling 

Bee will be held on                     
February 25, 2012 

Can-Spell Spelling Bee 

The Next Parent Council meeting will be 
held on Tuesday January 17th !   



Skating Lessons Program  (Kindergarten — Grade 6)  

January 2012January 2012  
Skating Schedule—Kinplex I/II 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

       

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9  
 FIRST DAY BACK  

TO SCHOOL 

10 
2:00-2:45 p.m.  

Gr. 5/6 

11   
      (Kinplex II) 

9:15-10:00 a.m.  
Kin. & Gr. 1 

12 13 
     9:15-10:00 a.m.  

Kin. & Gr. 1 

14 

15 16   
9:15-10:00 a.m.  

Kin. & Gr. 1 
 

17 
2:00-2:45 p.m.  
Gr. 3 & Gr. 4/5 

18 
2:00-2:45 p.m.  

Gr. 2  

19 20 
 

21 

22 23    
      (Kinplex II) 

2:00-2:45 p.m.  
Gr. 5/6 

24 
2:00-2:45 p.m.  
Gr. 3 & Gr. 4/5 

25 
2:00-2:45 p.m.  

Gr. 2  

26 27 
2:00-2:45 p.m.  

Gr. 5/6 

28 

29 30 
PD Day  

(No School) 

31 
2:00-2:45 p.m.  
Gr. 3 & Gr. 4/5 

February 1 
 

2:00-2:45 p.m.  
Gr. 2  

   

PLEASE NOTE:  ALL students participating in skating lessons MUST wear a 
CSA Approved Skating Helmet or a Ski/Snowboarding Helmet. 

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS CONTINUES 

January 10—February 1, the Kindergarten through Grade 6  students will have the           
opportunity to participate in skating lessons at the Kinplex (see calendar below for details). 
The teachers will be taking their classes to the Kinplex (during the normal school day) to 
have lessons taught by Carole Tomac who is a Certified Skate Canada Professional Coach.    
THESE LESSONS ARE FREE OF CHARGE — THE SCHOOL IS PAYING THE ENTIRE COST. 
We do, however require each student to supply their own skates, as well as a CSA Approved 
skating  helmet or ski/snowboarding helmet to participate.  Unfortunately, the school does 
not have the capacity to supply these items for the students.   



On November 28th our school, as one body, celebrated 100 years of 
Catholic education and service in our Division.  We raised our          
Centennial Flag and were reminded of the great blessing it is            

to be a part of our Catholic Division.   

Yes, You Can Help! Information and Inspiration for French Immersion Parents – the ground-breaking Alberta Education book that 
has sold thousands of copies since the first edition in 1996 – is now available online! 

The brand new digital version includes all of the same information, but: 

  it is accessible free of charge on the Alberta Education website at http://education.alberta.ca/parents/resources/youcanhelp.aspx* 

  statistics, references, etc. have been updated 

  recent research results and insights into immersion as well as changes in education guidelines and practices have been             
incorporated 

  hotlinks give easy access to more in-depth information, cross-references, and footnotes 

  topics are addressed one “page” (screen) at a time, so readers can quickly find the information they seek  

Yes, You Can Help! is designed for parents from preschool to postsecondary. The 12 major sections include: 

         Why learn a second language? 

         A made-in-Canada solution (What is French immersion? What does the research say?) 

         I want to help, but it’s in French! 

         The secondary years and beyond 

         The importance of French outside of school 

         But my child is…! (diverse needs in French immersion) 

         What have graduates said about French immersion? 

Proudly Raising Our Centennial Flag !  

Resource for French Immersion Parents 

http://education.alberta.ca/parents/resources/youcanhelp.aspx�
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December 15, 2011 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parents and Guardians of students at École St. Thomas d’Aquin and; 
Parents and Guardians of students at St. Mary’s School: 
 
I am writing to invite you to a French Immersion Parent Meeting on Tuesday, 
January 10, 2012 at 7:00 p.m. at École St. Thomas d’Aquin, 1970—19th Avenue 
SE., Medicine Hat. 
 
The purpose of the meeting will be to talk about: 
 

• High School French Immersion Programming 2012-2013 
• Junior High French Immersion Programming 2012-2013 
• Enrollment trends in French Immersion K-9 
 

If you have any questions please do not hesitate to call me.  Thank you. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
David Leahy 
Superintendent of Schools 
 
DL/dd 
cc. Trustees 



Message from Holy Family Parish  



Travel Outside of Canada 
International travel can expose you and your family to 
infectious diseases not frequently seen in Canada.  

Based on your current health, immunization history, 
and travel plans, a healthcare provider can assess 
your health risks and advise you on immunization 
requirements, your need for preventative medication 
and how to avoid health risks. 

Currently, there is a world-wide risk for red measles.  

Please contact your local Public Health office, a 
pharmacist specializing in travel health, or your 
physician at least six weeks before departure for an 
individual health assessment.   

Go to www.travelhealth.gc.ca  
for more information. 

Celebrate Family Literacy Day January 27
On Family Literacy Day Canadian families are invited to 
spend at least 15 minutes a day reading and learning. 
This could be reading a storybook together, playing 
word games, singing, writing to family or friends or 
assisting with writing out simple things like a grocery 
list. 

Reading aloud helps children learn listening, vocabulary 
and language skills as well developing their imagination 
and creativity. Time spent reading together increases a 
child’s reading skills, increases their sense of security 
and gives them a sense of being worthwhile. 

To encourage a lifelong reader parents should read to 
their child daily, have lots of books around, and to let 
your child see you reading. 

For more activities families can do to make learning a 
part of daily life go to www.FamilyLiteracyDay.ca.  

Breaking Up is Hard to Do! 
National Non-Smoking Week: January 15-21  

Most parents hope that their children will choose to 
avoid tobacco. For parents who use tobacco, it can 
seem difficult to discuss these expectations with their 
children. Research indicates that children whose 
parents talk to them about smoking are less likely to 
start. That is especially true if the parent is a 
smoker. Parents are one of the greatest influences in 
their kids’ lives and honest conversations about the 
risks and consequences of tobacco use can influence 
kids’ decisions about smoking.  

If you are a smoker and tried to quit at least once 
before, tell your child about how difficult it is and why 
you wish you could. If you’re thinking about quitting 
again, or are interested in helping someone else make 
changes in tobacco use, there are supports available. 

For advice on how to “Break-Up with Tobacco”, visit 
www.albertaquits.ca  or call 1-866-710-QUIT(7848)  

What is “Physical Literacy”? 
Just as kids need to develop reading and writing, they 
also need to develop their physical literacy.   

Canada’s Long-Term Athlete Development (LTAD) 
program, defines physical literacy as “a sound 
foundation of fundamental movement and sports skills”.  
It means developing agility, balance, coordination and 
speed; being able to move comfortably in different 
environments – on the ground or in the water; and 
mastering skills like throwing, catching a ball, riding a 
bike and skating.  “Many children develop good physical 
skills by trial-and-error, but many do not,” reports the 
LTAD program’s Developing Physical Literacy guide for 
parents. “Children tell us that not having the skills to 
play is one major reason they drop out of physical 
activity and organized sport.”  With physical literacy, 
kids are more likely to be active, and this will help them 
stave off health problems such as obesity and chronic 
disease. 

To find out how to enhance your child’s physical literacy 
go to: www.canadiansportforlife.ca 

Healthy Schools
Healthy Futures
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December 23, 2011 
 
 
 
Dear Parents & Guardians of students within Medicine Hat Catholic Board of Education: 
 
During the past several months, our School Division has been upgrading and consolidating 
our Student Information and Reporting System.  As part of this process, we have  
reviewed the way in which we record and report student absences.  Although we have not 
changed significantly, what is considered an excusable absence, we have changed the way in 
which these absences are electronically recorded. 
 
In order to keep our parent community informed, we wish to share with you the absence 
summary utilized in our data base; in particular, when an absence is considered Excusable 
and Non-Excusable.  Using the Alberta School Act as a guide, the summary of absences  
outlines protocol used to determine how an absence is recorded.   The excerpt below, is the 
reference from the Alberta School Act that specifically states what school jurisdictions can 
deem excusable absences:   
 
 5) Notwithstanding subsection (1), a student is excused from attending school on a day on which the 
      school is open if 

  1. the student is unable to attend by reason of sickness or other unavoidable cause; 
  2. the day is recognized as a religious holiday by the religious denomination to which the student 

      belongs; 
  3. the principal of the school has suspended the student from school and the suspension is still in 

      effect; 
  4. the student has been expelled from a school and has not been given permission to enroll in 

      another  school, or; 
  5. the board or, if the student is enrolled in a private school or resides in an unorganized  
       territory, the Minister 

  (i) determines that the parent of the student has shown sufficient cause as to why the  
       student should not be required to attend school, and; 
  (ii) excuses the student from attending school for a prescribed period of time. 

 
The Medicine Hat Catholic Board of Education recognizes the above references from the  
Alberta School Act and also recognizes additional reasons in which a student’s absence may 
be considered excusable.  Please review the chart on the following page. 



“Showing the Face of Christ to All” 
 

Celebrating 100 Years of Catholic Education 1911—2011 

Student Attendance Reasons Summary Chart: 
 
 
The below criteria will be used at all schools within the Medicine Hat Catholic Board 
of Education.  Some schools may choose to report absence information on progress 
reports or report cards. 

 
 
Should you have any questions or if you require additional clarification, please  
contact your child’s school directly.   Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

 
David Leahy 
Superintendent of Schools 
 
DL/dd 

REASON  
(as recorded in the software) 

EXCUSABLE / 
NON EXCUSABLE 

NOTES 

Bereavement EXCUSABLE Includes: A period of compassionate leave, funeral. 

Communicable Disease EXCUSABLE Includes:  As per Alberta Health Services  
(Flu, Mumps, Measles, etc.) 

Emergency EXCUSABLE Includes:  Emergency, family crisis, Social Services Interven-
tion. 

Illness / Injury EXCUSABLE Includes:  Medical appointment that is the result of illness or 
injury. 

School EXCUSABLE Includes:  Suspension, Expulsion, Field Trips, Work  
Experience, Extra-curricular school activities, tournaments. 

Transportation / Weather EXCUSABLE Includes:  Unable to attend due to transportation.  This does 
not include ‘missing the bus’ 

Inexcusable NON-EXCUSABLE Includes:  Missed bus, late, working, or unknown. 

Medical / Dental Appointment NON-EXCUSABLE Includes:  All appointments not associated with illness or  
injury, immunizations, dental, chiropractic, physical therapy, 
etc. 

Parental NON-EXCUSABLE Includes:  Parent or Guardian ultimately has control of  
absence or late.  Includes out of school sports or fine arts  
activities, festivals or tournaments not school associated.  
Family vacations. 



 

 

 

In Picture #1:   Kelly Van Ham, Adrianna Hansen, Jodi Churla 

 In Picture #2:  Adrianna Hansen,  Dick Mastel 

   BoARD BULLETIN  
December 13, 2011 – MEDICINE HAT CATHOLIC BOARD OF EDUCATION

 

ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING – The 2011–2012 Organizational 
Meeting resulted in the following Board Appointments: 
Chair and Vice-Chair Election Results: 

• Mr. Peter Grad, acclaimed as Chair of the Board 
• Mrs. Jodi Churla, acclaimed as Vice‐Chair of the Board 
Committee Appointments & Representatives: 
• MH Catholic Schools’ Education Foundation–Mr.  Kelly Van Ham 

• Alberta Catholic School Trustees’ Association‐Mr. Dick Mastel 
• Teacher Board Advisory Committee–Mr. Dick Mastel 
• Alberta School Boards Association Zone 6–Mr. Peter Grad 
• Support Staff Board Advisory Committee–Mrs. Jodi Churla 
• Parent Association Committee–Mrs. Jodi Churla 
• Salary Negotiations Committee ATA–Mr. Peter Grad 
• Salary Negotiations Committee CUPE–Mr. Dick Mastel 
• CUPE Staff Board Advisory Committee–Mr. Kelly Van Ham 

• Spiritual Leadership Scholarships Rep BI–Mr. Kelly Van Ham 

• Spiritual Leadership Scholarship Rep MH‐Mr. Stan Aberle 
• Centennial Planning Representative–Mr. Stan Aberle 

 
 

 

PRESENTATION – Miss Adrianna Hansen from St. Michael’s 
School in Bow Island 
was recognized for the   
“Great Kid Award” she 
received from the 
Government of Alberta, 
for her outstanding 
contributions to her 
community as a 
volunteer and event 
organizer and her 
involvement in charity 

work.  Adrianna was also the recipient of the Archie MacPhail 
Scholarship presented by the Catholic Schools’ Education 
Foundation.  The Board of Trustees acknowledged Adrianna as 
an Ambassador for Catholic Education. Congratulations! 
 

PRESENTATION – Miss Meredith Van Roessel from St. Michael’s 
School in Bow Island was 
recognized for her charity in 
donating her hair to Locks of 
Love - a non-profit organization 
that provides hairpieces for sick 
children who lose their hair due 
to medical conditions.  On two 
separate occasions she donated 
14 inches and 9 inches.  
Meredith also raised $600 and 
$1,000 respectively for the Terry 
Fox Foundation. The Board of Trustees acknowledged Meredith 
as an Ambassador for Catholic Education.  Congratulations! 
 

PRESENTATION – The Board of Trustees recognized the Senior 
High Volleyball Team from Monsignor McCoy High School for 
receiving the Silver Medal at the Provincial Championships.  

Coaches Mrs. Shonna 
Barth and Mrs. Sarah 
McDonald and the players 
were recognized for their 
leadership, dedication and 
contribution to the school 
community.  The Board of 
Trustees acknowledged 
the coaches & players as 
Ambassadors for 
Catholic Education.  
 

PRESENTATION – Representatives from Mission Mexico were in 
attendance to present the Board with an overview of the  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Immersion Retreat attended by a number of division staff at the Centre 
for Intercultural Dialogue on Development in Cuernavaca, Mexico.  By 
providing education to those at the Immersion Retreat, it is the hope that 
those same individuals will then return to their own countries to advocate 
for the injustices in Mexico.  The group thanked the Board for creating the 
opportunity to attend; a special thank you was extended for Father Fred 
Monk for making it all possible. 
   ……………………………………………… 

ST. MICHAELS’ HIGH SCHOOL REVIEW – The Board reviewed the 4 
recommendations in the St. Michael’s High School Program Review.  A 
Board Motion was presented as follows:  THAT Administration is 
authorized to undertake the Provincial and Board mandated process 
in order to assist the Board of Trustees as it considers the closure of 
the high school programming at St. Michael’s School in Bow Island.  
The vote was recorded as follows:   In Favor: Peter Grad, Stan Aberle, Jodi 
Churla, Dick Mastel; Opposed: Kelly Van Ham. Moving forward, it will now 
be the responsibility of the Superintendent of Schools to develop a timeline 
to go through the process as outlined in the School Closure Regulation.  
The Board stated they are looking for the exploration of different options as 
referred to in the review; the Board is interested in researching and 
determining the viability of those options.  Due to current issues related to 
video-conferencing, the Board noted that no video-conferencing from 
Medicine Hat to Bow Island will be offered in the second semester in 2012. 
 
ST. PATRICK’S SCHOOL UTILIZATION – Over utilization continues to be 
an issued at St. Patrick’s School.  Beginning in the 2012-2013 school year, 
a hard cap will be applied to cross attendance and registration.  That is, 
new students who do not live in the natural attendance area will be unable 
to  register unless there is a sibling that already attends and that sibling will 
be at the school the next year; this practice is know as “grandfathering”.   
 

REZONING ST. MICHAEL’S SCHOOL MEDICINE HATT– The Board 
approved a change in the attendance zone for St. Michael’s School to 
include the area in Crescent Heights East of Division Avenue and North 
of 20th Street N.E. including Northlands rezoned to St. Francis Xavier 
School.  St. Michael’s School has a fine arts focus and as a result, is open 
to all students division-wide, with bussing provided to eligible students from 
all attendance zones.  Parents living in this new attendance zone may 
continue to send their children to St. Michael’s School to access the fine 
arts program; those parents living in this new attendance zone that are not 
interested in the fine arts program will register at St. Francis Xavier School. 
  

 
 
CENTENNIAL CELEBRATIONS   

 History Book – The launch of the Centennial 
History Book was postponed; due to 
circumstances beyond our control the printing of 
the History Book has been delayed.  The History 
Book Launch will be rescheduled for early 2012.  
We regret having to postpone this event; we ask 
for your patience.   

 CENTENNIAL BISHOP’S DINNER (JUNE 09, 2012) 
TICKETS are now on sale. Purchase now and secure a table for 
yourself and your family or close friends.  Either purchase individually 
or become a “Friend of the Centennial” and as a Sponsor, receive 
complimentary tickets.  Proceeds to: Youth Ministry & the Assisted 
Living Project for Priests.  Contact the Centennial Office @ 
403.502.8356. 

 

 The next regular Catholic School Board Meeting is RESCHEDULED to  
Monday, January 16, 2012 @ 6:00 pm @ the Catholic School Board Office,  

1251 – 1st Avenue SW., Medicine Hat.    Everyone is welcome to attend. 

In Picture : Meredith Van Roessel & Family, Jodi Churla 

In Picture: Monsignor McCoy Sr. Girls Team & Jodi Churla 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 
 Return to School 

10 
Central Office 
Sponsored French 
Immersion Parent 
Meeting @ 7:00 
p.m. in St. Thomas  
school gym  

 

11 12 
Hot Lunch 
Macaroni ‘N’ 
Cheese  

13 14 
Grade 6 Camp 
McCoy Bottle 
Drive 9am—12 pm 

15 16 17 
Parent Council 
Meeting @ 7:00 

18 19 20 
Grade 4, 5, 6      
Canspell @ 12 P.M. 

 

Tacky Tourist  
Dress-Up Day 

21 

22 23 24 25 26 
Hot Lunch 
Perogies & 
Sausage 

27 Feast Day of St. 
Thomas Aquinas.  Join 
us for the celebration 
at 1:15 p.m. in the gym. 

No School for              
Kindergarten Students 
Only   

PARENT COUNCIL 
MOVIE NIGHT 

28 

29 30  No School for     
EVERYONE     
“PD DAY” 

31     

January 2012 

Christmas Holidays Continue ! 




